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2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Acknowledgment is made in the receipt of the amendment filed March 23, 2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 4,893,522 to 
Arakawa. 

Re-claims 1 and 5, Arakawa discloses a device for slowing movement, comprising: a 
casing (interpreted as the combination of elements 4 and 7) defines a cylindrical chamber 
containing a viscous fiuid 5 (the fiuid is broadly interpreted as being contained within the 
chamber); a rotor 1 is housed within the chamber, the rotor includes a disc portion 1 1 fully 
immersed in the chamber and is adapted to rotate within the casing, a shaft 12 extends outwardly 
from the disc portion and through the casing, a surface associated with element 7 and a surface of 
the disc portion define a pair of opposing surfaces; a first surface (i.e. the surface of the disc 
portion) has a recess 16a for housing a pivotable arm element 8, the arm has a pin portion 8b 
projecting with respect to the first surface inwardly of the chamber; the second surface (i.e. the 
surface of element 7) has an elongate groove 9 extending concentrically with the shaft portion 12 
of the rotor 1 and is engageable by the pin portion 8b, the groove 9 has a cam portion 10 dividing 
the groove into a return path and a forward path for the pin portion (see figure 10) to define a 
releasable lock position 10b. 
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Re-claim 2, the arm element is mounted on a pin 8a, the arm element is integrally formed 
with the casing, in that the entire assembly is integral and not easily separable. 
Re-claim 3, the arm element pivots within the recess. 
Re-claim 4, the arm element is one piece. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the eiitioii is not icleiitie;ih\ cliselosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the dilleieiices between the siibjeet matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arakawa. 
Arakawa fails to teach the first surface as the base surface of the chamber (i.e. the cover 

element 7, since a base siuface is subjective) and the second surface is the lower surface of the 
disc portion. In short, Arakawa fails to teach the groove as part of the disc portion and the pin of 
the arm stationed in the casing surface, but rather teaches the opposite. It is the opinion of the 
examiner that the arrangement could easily be reversed, as warranted. As such it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have simply reversed the parts, or arrangement 
of Arakawa such that the groove would have been part of the disc portion, as this would have 
yielded the same expectant results, i.e. a rotary damper with a releasable lock position. With 
regards to reversal of parts see In re Gazda, 219 F.2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 (CCPA 1955). 

6. Claims 1-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
4,660,881 to Komeya et al. in view of Arakawa. 
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Re-claims 1-6 and 9, Komeya et al. teach a device for slowing movement, comprising: a 
casing defining a cylindrical chamber containing a viscous fluid 83; a rotor having vanes 84, the 
rotor includes a disc portion fully immersed in the chamber and a shaft portion 92 extending 
axially from the center of the disc portion and protruding through one end of the casing, 
corresponding surfaces of the casing and the disc portion form opposing surfaces. However, 
Komeya et al. fail to teach at least one of the opposing surfaces having a recess for receiving a 
pin portion of a pivotable arm element and the other supporting the arm element. 

Arakawa teaches a rotary damper having a rotor and casing with opposing surfaces, the 
damper further comprises a releasable lock feature, the releasable lock consists of a pivotable 
arm having pin portion engaging a grooved recess in one opposing surface and a support pin 
located the second opposing surface. This structure provides a position locking function for the 
rotary damper, thereby allowing the user to maintain a connected structure in an open position. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have provided the rotary damper 
of Komeya et al. with a releasable locking feature of the type taught by Arakawa and as such the 
associated structure of the releasable lock (i.e. the groove, pin portion etc.), as this would have 
provided the damper of Komeya et al. with a releasable locking fimction. 

In addition the placement of the grooves and pin support can be reversible, see paragraph 
5. The remaining features of the arm structure are taught by Arakawa, see paragraph 3. 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 and 9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Williams whose telephone number is 571-272-7128. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Wednesday-Friday from 6:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi, can be reached at 571-272-7124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-6584. 

TJW /Thomas J. Williams/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3657 

May 22, 2009 
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